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UM STUDENTS DEVOTE SPRING BREAK TO COMMUNITY SERVICE 
MISSOULA -
While college students nationwide take off in search of sun and fun next week, spring break 
will be anything but restful for 58 University of Montana students.
The students will travel at their own expense to five sites in Colorado, Utah and California to 
perform community service as part of the 1998 Alternative Spring Break, offered by UM’s Volunteer 
Action Services. Students will learn about issues such as racism, hunger, homelessness and the 
environment by participating in short-term service projects at sites ranging from desert plateaus to 
coastal dunes to inner city missions, organizers say.
At the Denver Rescue Mission, UM students will serve meals to the poor and homeless as well 
as help prepare food, clean and paint. Volunteers will sort donated clothing and household items and 
participate in food drives. They also will help children make Easter baskets, and students will work in 
the mission’s classrooms.
Another UM group will work to restore the natural beauty and habitats in the Moab, Utah area. 
Students will work to control noxious weed populations, establish and maintain trails, and seed some 
areas.
In San Francisco, a UM group will help organize national displays of the NAMES Project 
AIDS Memorial Quilt. Later in the week, students will spend a day at Project Open Hand, where they 
will prepare and serve meals to people living with HIV and AIDS.
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Another group will restore coastal dunes in Areata, Calif. Students will remove exotic plants to 
help spur new growth of native plants.
A fifth team will travel to Berkeley, Calif, where participants will work in an organic garden in 
a middle school’s yard. Students will prepare beds, plant seeds and help weave a willow fence. Time 
also will be spent in the school’s kitchen, teaching children to cook with a variety of foods from the 
garden.
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